
At a glance

The stages of life
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RetireeSpending
& saving

Paying
off debt

Wealth
accumulator

Pre-retireeStarting
out

Life’s journey

• first
  bonus

• first car

• investment
  property

• get married

• significant
  promotion /
  pay rise

• finish study

• first
  job

• save for
  home loan

• move out
   of home

• gearing / shares
  financial advice

• joint assets
  financial advice

• move to
  one income

• back to
  two incomes

• pay school fees

• travel /
  work overseas

• start family

• first home

• upgrade
  home / move

• redundancy

• unforeseen
  events

• retirement

• draw down
  wealth

• move to
  part-time work

• grandkids

• downsizing

• help kids
  financially

• look after
  aged parents

• retirement
  planning

• inheritance

• mortgage
  paid off

• investment
  property

• divorce

• travel &
  community
  work

• death of
  spouse & illness

• aged care
  services

• family funded



Important information
This document has been prepared by Count Financial Limited ABN 19 001 974 625, AFSL 227232, (Count) a wholly-owned, non-guaranteed subsidiary of Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124. ‘Count’ and Count Wealth Accountants® are 
trading names of Count. Count advisers are authorised representatives of Count. Count is a Professional Partner of the Financial Planning Association of Australia Limited. Information in this document is based on current regulatory requirements and laws, which 
may be subject to change. While care has been taken in the preparation of this document, no liability is accepted by Count, its related entities, agents and employees for any loss arising from reliance on this document. This document contains general advice. 
It does not take account of your individual objectives, financial situation or needs. You should consider talking to a financial adviser before making a financial decision. Should you wish to opt out of receiving direct marketing material from your adviser, please 
notify your adviser by email, phone or by writing to us. � 22483/0616
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•• Finishing university and starting 
their career.

•• May have existing debt eg HECS, HELP.
•• Living at home to save money or moving 

out and enjoying independence.
•• Often looking for instant gratification.
•• Lifestyle considerations a priority – 

shopping and socialising with friends.
•• Looking to save for a new car or 

overseas holiday.
•• Thinking about how to get onto the 

property ladder.

•• Focusing on paying down the mortgage 
and credit card debt.

•• Starting or adding to their family.
•• Periods spent living on one income. 
•• Promotions, pay increase or 

possible redundancy.
•• Saving for family holidays or 

children’s education.
•• Money being spent on children and 

household activities.

•• Focusing on paying off the mortgage.
•• Looking to upgrade the family home.
•• Enjoying having two incomes.
•• Promotions, pay increase or 

possible redundancy.
•• Paying education fees.
•• Helping older children with university costs. 
•• Looking at building assets – savings, 

investment property.

•• Children have left home.
•• Debts, loans and mortgage are close 

to being paid off or minimal.
•• Financially helping children.
•• Enjoying time with grandchildren.
•• Planning for life in retirement – building 

and protecting savings.
•• Receiving an inheritance.
•• Considering downsizing.
•• Spending more time caring for 

older parents. 

“�I’ve got plenty of time to think 
about getting my life and 
finances organised.”

“�I just want to enjoy myself at the 
moment and have fun with the 
money I’m earning.”

“�It’s going to be tight with only one 
income, what with the kids, mortgage 
and credit card bills.”

“�I just want to be financially secure, I’m 
feeling very uncertain about the future.”

“�I feel like I’m not structuring my 
finances correctly as I seem to be 
paying a lot of tax.”

“�It seems a little while off, but I know I 
should be starting to set things up for 
our retirement.”

“�I’m nervous about retirement as I’m 
not sure I’ve got enough money for 
my retirement.”

“�I’m too busy with home and work to 
properly plan for retirement.”

•• Clarify goals and put in place a plan 
toward achieving them.

•• Make sure the investment basics are 
right so long-term benefits can be 
realised in the future.

•• Design an achievable budget which 
balances lifestyle objectives, debt 
management and savings goals.

•• Build knowledge to enable informed 
financial decisions to be made.

•• Tailor a plan which balances savings goals 
with lifestyle goals.

•• Structure finances to free-up cash flow to 
meet additional expenses.

•• Implement tax-effective savings and 
investment strategies.

•• Put in place strategies to build and protect 
what you have.

•• Tailor a plan which balances savings goals 
with lifestyle goals.

•• Put in place strategies to build your wealth 
and protect what you have.

•• Establish tax-effective investing strategies to 
boost your savings.

•• Consolidate your super and make sure it’s 
invested in the most suitable way.

•• Tailor a plan which balances savings 
goals with lifestyle goals.  

•• Boost super using tax effective 
saving strategies. 

•• Protect what you have to achieve the 
retirement you want.

•• Navigate the complex Aged care system 
and ensure Centrelink benefits are 
maximised. 

Pre-retiree
50–64 years

Wealth Accumulator
40–49 years

Paying off debt
25–39 years

Starting out
18–24 years
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